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2026-27 Admissions Policy Deadline

By now your Admissions Authority should have formally determined your
admissions arrangements for 2026/27 (deadline was 28 February) and
your policy MUST be published on your website by 15 March.

For clarity, from 15 March, your school website must show 3 policies — |
current year, 2025/26 and 2026/27. See our website for guidance HERE. |jus

Women’s History Month

Every March Women'’s History Month raises awareness of the contributions
women have made to events through history and society. For 2025, the theme
is “moving forward together” spotlighting women educating and inspiring

"'9{‘.{'3'%'.}'“‘3 generations. The BBC has teaching resources HERE.
MONTH

British Sign Language Week 17-23 March

British Sign Language Week is a flagship awareness week to ‘
commemorate the first time BSL was acknowledged as a separate #* -

language by the UK government on 18 March 2003. _,-b

V)

Bring BSL to the classroom!

Sign up NOW to access a FREE pre-recorded lesson HERE.

The lesson will give you and your school the opportunity to learn BSL
from a Deaf teacher, as well as the wider benefits for children is such as strengthened |mproved
communication skills and confidence, new ways for them to express emotions, and an
appreciation of the diverse cultures of the UK.

SAVE THE DATE! Headteachers’ Conference
Our Headteachers’ conference takes place on Tuesday 10 June at The Hayes in Swanwick.

The conference will provide you with

- Time to reflect & take part in CW if you would like to
- Time to connect and meet with colleagues

Speakers

e Margaret James National Director of SIAMS

e David Tait Deputy Director of SIAMS

. : _ e Tier Blundell advocate for education & inclusion
Ms?, “!" « Debbie Yeomans from RE Today

£75 for schools in the Partnership Agreement, £95 for other schools. Book HERE



https://www.derbydbe.org/admissions-appeals/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/articles/z7rr6v4
https://signlanguageweek.org.uk/school-bsl-lesson
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2024/9-february/features/features/church-school-inspections-to-draw-out-not-catch-out
https://www.churchofengland.org/media/press-releases/church-england-appoints-leaders-updated-siams-schools-inspection-model
https://tierblundell.com/
https://www.retoday.org.uk/about-us/our-re-adviser-team/debbie-yeomans/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=kUn4ypKdxUy2jLvJLkjKSDVzT5FnWrBFg-QFXNu0HhpUNFE0MEhWQUxENDJLMEdLMlM1WFBMODQ5OS4u

Let’s To Zero - Sign up your school!

Add your voices to the 500+ schools already signed up to show
government and funders that schools and trusts are united in taking
climate action.

It costs nothing, only take a minute or two but will link you into the
network to get updates about funding, webinars and resources to
help your school get to Zero Carbon.

Sign up here

British Science Week — 07 to 16 March 2025

British Science Week is entering its third decade in 2025,
taking place 07 to 16 March. The theme for 2025 is Change
and Adapt. Find out more and download FREE activity packs
for all age groups HERE

(€ science

WEEK 2025

LI VING Lent Resources
= The Church of England’s Lent theme for 2025 is Living Hope.
=\ > < N <

The Archbishops’ Young Leaders Award has 6 weeks of resources for

HOPE collective worship aimed at KS2 and KS3 learners. You can find out more
HERE

Upcoming Briefings
Headteachers
10:30 Friday 14 March

Governors
19:00 Thursday 13 March

Collective Worship
16:00 Tuesday 11 March

If you would like details, please email Liz

= SAVE THE DATE! Bishop’s Badge
Y The Bishop’s Badge service to commemorate school children who embody
diocesan values, will take place at Derby Cathedral on Monday 23 June.

Bishop Libby will be writing to all schools later this month to invite you to
nominate a child or group of children to receive a Bishop’s Badge. Badges
~are awarded to children who embody the diocesan values of generous faith,
courageous hope and life-giving love in an age-appropriate way.

Do look out for the letter! We look forward to receiving your nominations - deadline 31 May.



https://letsgozero.org/join/
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/the-theme-for-2025-is-change-and-adapt/?_gl=1*e20hw9*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTQ4NzY2ODc3My4xNzM5MjA0OTgz*_ga_DVXQMTJLCS*MTczOTIwNDk4Mi4xLjAuMTczOTIwNDk4Mi4wLjAuMA..
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/the-theme-for-2025-is-change-and-adapt/?_gl=1*e20hw9*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTQ4NzY2ODc3My4xNzM5MjA0OTgz*_ga_DVXQMTJLCS*MTczOTIwNDk4Mi4xLjAuMTczOTIwNDk4Mi4wLjAuMA..
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/activity-packs/
https://www.archbishopofyorkyouthtrust.co.uk/projects/lent-2025
mailto:liz.seymour@derby.anglican.org

Swift Teaching

Swift is committed to empowering TAs and supporting schools in

improving learning outcomes. They are holding a FREE CPD- SWI FT
accredited webinar on 06 March to explain how to maximise the [=[0)(1U(C/a\ )¢
impact of Tas in schools. Sign up HERE

Contact Details for Governing Body
4 @ ‘ It is important that we hold the correct contact email addresses for your chair,

7 clerk and foundation governors. If you have people stepping down, do please
, remember to tell us and email DBE Office with details.

UPCOMING TRAINING

Understanding Christianity — Refresher Workshop
In-person event for schools already using the
Understanding Christianity resource.

Wednesday 12 March 2025 09:30-12:30 or 13:00 — 16:00
Venue: St Mary’s Centre, Pilsley, Chesterfield

Fee: PA £40 / Non-PA £85
Booking Form HERE

Early Career Teachers

Essential for all new teachers. RE is often a subject that teachers feel less confident teaching and
this programme will improve both subject knowledge and confidence. Timings have been carefully
considered to try and allow staff to travel home for the virtual sessions.

The Intent of The RE Curriculum
Tuesday 14 January 2025, 13:00 — 15:30 Online

Subject knowledge in RE/Religion and worldviews
Thursday 08 May 2025 15:30-17:30 - Online

Fee for both sessions: PA £60 / Non-PA £120 (per school)
Booking form HERE

Supporting our Schools to
TRANSFORM - GROW - BUILD

Showing generous faith, courageous hope & life-giving love, Derby DBE's actions will be to:

- affirm and strengthen our relationship with school leaders and governors,

- offer a high-quality training & development programme for school leaders, govemors, clergy, RE & CW practitioners.

Do remember to visit our website for lots of useful information and guidance.
Previous newsletters can be viewed here.



https://swift-ta.co.uk/unlocking-potential-maximising-the-impact-of-teaching-assistants-in-schools
mailto:officedbe@derby.anglican.org
https://forms.office.com/e/CQcZ45Vxe2
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=kUn4ypKdxUy2jLvJLkjKSDVzT5FnWrBFg-QFXNu0HhpURUYzMzFLQzZFNEgyRlRPTzcyUzRKMDk3Sy4u
http://www.derbydbe.org/
https://www.derbydbe.org/dbe-newsletters/
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Tuesday 10 June 2025
09:00 - 15:00, Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick

HERE

COURAGEOUS
ADVOCACY

- Margaret James National Director of SIAMS
- David Tait Deputy Director of SIAMS

- Tier Blundell advocate for education & inclusion
- Debbie Yeomans from RE Today


https://www.churchofengland.org/media/press-releases/church-england-appoints-leaders-updated-siams-schools-inspection-model
https://tierblundell.com/
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2024/9-february/features/features/church-school-inspections-to-draw-out-not-catch-out
https://www.retoday.org.uk/about-us/our-re-adviser-team/debbie-yeomans/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=kUn4ypKdxUy2jLvJLkjKSDVzT5FnWrBFg-QFXNu0HhpUNFE0MEhWQUxENDJLMEdLMlM1WFBMODQ5OS4u
https://www.retoday.org.uk/about-us/our-re-adviser-team/debbie-yeomans/
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Key Dates for 2024/2025 Academic Year

Spring Term

CPD PROGRAMME ASAP
Ensure staff & governors are booked onto relevant training.
Details & booking links on website HERE

MONTHLY BRIEFINGS ASAP
Ensure dates in diary for headteacher, chair, clerk & foundation governors.
See newsletter and CPD programme for dates

HEADTEACHER CONFERENCE
Sign up via website HERE

FOUNDATION GOVERNORS ASAP
Start renewal process for TOO ending before 31 October — see website HERE
(process can take up to 6 months)

FOUNDATION GOVERNORS 22 January
Deadline to submit application form & reference for TOO ending before 30 June

ADMISSIONS (VA schools & Academy Trusts) 28 February
Determine (formally approve) policy for 2 years ahead. Guidance on website HERE
ADMISSIONS (VA schools & Academy Trusts) 15 March

Publish policy on website. Guidance on website HERE
Ensure 3 policies are online - current year, next year, subsequent year

BISHOP’'S BADGE 04 April
Deadline for nominations

HEADTEACHER / HEAD OF SCHOOL / EXEC HEADTEACHER RECRUITMENT
Interview period usually finishes by the end of April. DBE must be involved. See
guidance HERE.

SIAMS INSPECTIONS
As soon as notification is received from national office, DBE release names of
schools due for inspection next academic year.

For schools wishing to use our Admissions Appeals Service,
see overleaf for hearing dates and deadlines for submission of paperwork.

Any school considering capital works must obtain DBE and site trustees’ consent.
In the first instance, contact Jason.aldridge@derby.anglican.org



https://www.derbydbe.org/training-and-events/
https://www.derbydbe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/CPD-PROGRAMME-2024-25-FINAL.pdf
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=kUn4ypKdxUy2jLvJLkjKSDVzT5FnWrBFg-QFXNu0HhpUNFE0MEhWQUxENDJLMEdLMlM1WFBMODQ5OS4u
https://www.derbydbe.org/foundation-governor-appointments/
https://www.derbydbe.org/admissions-appeals/
https://www.derbydbe.org/admissions-appeals/
https://www.derbydbe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/DBE-Guidance-Headteacher-Recruitment.pdf
mailto:Jason.aldridge@derby.anglican.org

Derby Diocesan Board of Education Diocese

of Derby

THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND

Admission Appeal Hearings for Academic Year 2024-2025

APPEALS LODGED BETWEEN SCHOOL CASE SENT TO DBE DBE SEND OUT PAPERS HEARING
No later than

FRI 21-Jun TUES 23-Jul WED 31-Jul WED J4-Sept THURS 12-Sept
WED J4-Sep FRI 20-Sep FRI 27-Sep TUES J1-Oct TUES 08-Oct
MON 23-Sep FRI 18-Oct FRI 25-Oct TUES 29-Oct TUES D5-Nov
MON 21-Oct FRI 15-Nov FRI 22-Nov TUES 26-Nov TUES 03-Dec
MON 18-Nov FRI J6-Dec FRI 13-Dec TUES 17-Dec THU D9-Jan
MON J9-Dec FRI 10-Jan FRI 17-Jan THU 23-Jan TUES 04-Feb
MON 13-Jan FRI )7-Feb FRI 14-Feb THU 20-Feb THU 27-Feb
MON 10-Feb FRI J7-Mar FRI 14-Mar THU 20-Mar THU 27-Mar
MON 10-Mar FRI 21-Mar FRI 17-Apr THU 24-Apr THU 01-May
MON 24-Mar FRI 25-Apr FRI J2-May THU 28-May THU 15-May
MON 28-Apr FRI 16-May FRI 30-May THU J5-Jun THU 12-Jun
MON 19-May FRI 13-Jun FRI 20-Jun THU 26-Jun THU 03-Jul
MON 16-Jun FRI J4-Jul FRI 11-Jul TUES 15-Jul TUES 22-Jul
MON J7-Jul TUES FRI TUES *-Sep TUES *-Sept

School holiday dates:

Half Term 28 Oct-01 Nov / Christmas Holidays 23 December-03 January / Half Term 17-21 February / Easter Holidays 07-21 April / Half Term 27-31 May




	Newsletter February.pdf
	FLIER - HT Conference 2025.pdf

	Newsletter March.pdf



