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https://www.churchofengland.org/about/education-and-schools/church-schools-and-academies/siams-inspections
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https://promotingretreats.org/
mailto:promoting.retreats@gmail.com
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https://www.derbydbe.org/training-and-events/
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https://forms.office.com/e/9ZxeigwiBh


https://forms.office.com/e/K5kGTGCEyK


https://forms.office.com/e/YijDM2cpEz




https://forms.office.com/e/rTUTWFhXn2
https://forms.office.com/e/38CTi04h5b
https://forms.office.com/e/NLKsy660U6
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https://letsgozero.org/


https://www.aandslandscape.co.uk/school-grants/
https://ltl.org.uk/projects/local-school-nature-grants/
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• Webinars on getting to net zero carbon | The Church of England
• There are a couple aimed at schools for leaders/school business managers but also there is 

one about bee species. They are now watch on demand.

• Helping schools cut their carbon

• Learning from net zero action plan for schools

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-change/webinars-getting-net-zero-carbon#na
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8kmtI9erKuw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5U5-pm0qocY


New tool to help schools reduce carbon
A new Energy and Buildings Self Audit Tool for schools aims to help schools understand their 
buildings better and to start decarbonisation plans.

A new video, filmed at Barnwood CofE Primary School in Gloucester and St Christopher's CofE 
High School in Accrington, showcases the new tool and shares what the teachers, staff and 
pupils are doing to care for creation. Watch the video here and find out more about the new 
Energy and Buildings Self Audit Tool, plus other resources here.

https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=be42e0301624a6fb488903f376abd7299f8ef46b972b6c1ecbaa2728c8a1215a7725d6b79cf56cf419aedee68d1cc90cf897af2bb2c1a688
https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=be42e0301624a6fb0b542f7879d03ec7bf12bf85f1f120dd52dcfd2b46dab5e76239269814b20f513ff803c02b5b9205be291ff1a13ae69c


Advent 2024 Follow The Star Resources 

Website HERE Aimed at KS2 and KS3 learners

https://www.archbishopofyorkyouthtrust.co.uk/projects/advent-2024


https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get-involved/current-campaigns/fairtrade-fortnight/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=FortnightDates2025&utm_content=SC:+Fortnight+dates+2025
https://schools.fairtrade.org.uk/


https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/schools
https://globalneighbours.christianaid.org.uk/
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/schools/creative-climate
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/schools/primary-teaching-resources
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/schools/secondary-teaching-resources
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https://www.derbydbe.org/governance/


https://understandingchristianity.org.uk/


Making a difference?

National Society (2014) 

Called for:

• a more intellectually 
coherent and challenging 
curriculum with regard to 
teaching Christianity

• a programme to raise the 
level of pupils’ religious 
literacy 

• to develop pupils’ ‘ability to 
think theologically and 
engage in theological 
enquiry’. © RE Today 2016



© RE Today 2016

Understanding Christianity response:

• Reduce content – depth rather than breadth

• Coherent content selection

• Spiral curriculum

• Explore the impact on Christian living today

• Weave in personal reflection and response



© RE Today 2016

Key purpose
To support pupils in developing their understanding of 
Christianity, as a contribution to their understanding of the world 
and their own experience within it. 

Aims
• To enable pupils to know about and understand Christianity as 

a living world faith, by exploring core theological concepts

• To enable pupils to develop knowledge and skills in making 
sense of biblical texts and understanding their impact in the 
lives of Christians

• To develop pupils’ abilities to connect, critically reflect upon, 
evaluate and apply their learning to their own growing 
understanding of Christianity, of religion and belief more 
widely, of themselves, the world and human experience.



© RE Today 2016

Something to do…

• Look at the cards
• Can you identify a Christian concept 

for any (or all) of them?

Illustrations © Emma Yarlett



© RE Today 2016

God

Creation

Fall

People of God

Incarnation

Gospel

Salvation Kingdom of God



© RE Today 2016

God

Creation

Fall

People of God

Incarnation

Gospel

Salvation

Kingdom of God



© RE Today 2016

Core concepts and key questions



Creation SalvationIncarnation

SalvationGospelIncarnationCreationGod

SalvationGospelIncarnationPeople of 
God

Creation/Fall Kingdom of 
God 

God SalvationGospelIncarnationPeople of 
God

Creation/
Fall

Kingdom of 
God 

God SalvationGospelIncarnation
People of 

God
Creation   Fall

Kingdom of 
God 

Prophecy
Wisdom

© RE Today 2016



© RE Today 2016



Core learning

Digging deeper

Teaching and learning 
suggestionsYou might like to start with…

Building blocks

Outcomes

Essential 
information

• Background for teachers
• Links
• Resources

Resource 
sheets

© RE Today 2016





What this resource is not…

• It is not a complete RE curriculum

• It is not offering lesson plans

• It is not particularly easy!

• It is not an undergraduate degree course in theology

• It is not a study of the history of Christianity

• It is not an existential search approach

• It is not offering a philosophical or sociological 

approach to RE.

© RE Today 2016



• Atomised – little coherence for pupils 
• Not much progressive or systematic 

study of core beliefs
• Pick n mix attitude to Jesus: not much 

theology, not much about Jesus as 
Saviour or Lord

• Use Jesus’ stories to explore personal 
feelings

• Christianity as ‘repository of answers’
• Not much awareness of different 

interpretations
• Little sense of place and context

Why do we need the Understanding 
Christianity resource?

Past criticisms of teaching about Christianity in 
schools include: 



Stephen Pett © RE Today 2016

Scrutiny throughout:

Project Directors – National 
Society/RE Today
• Jeremy Taylor
• Derek Holloway

Editorial advisory group
• Jane Chipperton
• Trevor Cooling
• Hazel Henson
• Zoë Keens
• Kate Penfold-Attride
• Olivia Seymour

Theological advisers:

• Professor David Ford

CE Faith and Order Commission:
• The Revd Canon Professor Loveday 

Alexander
• The Revd Canon Dr Charlotte Methuen
• The Revd Dr Jeremy Morris
• The Revd Canon Dr Jeremy Worthen

Church of England RE Development Group
Trial Diocesan advisers
Trial schools: 
• 21 in Trial 1 (Approach and sample units); 
• 33 in Trial 2 (16 sample units) 



© RE Today 2016
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• Tuesday 14 January 2025

• Monday 10 February 2025

• Tuesday 11 March 2025

• Monday 19 May 2025

• Monday 16 June 2025



•

• Wednesday 27 November 2024 – Understanding Christianity

• Monday 13 January 2025 

• Tuesday 11 February 2025

• Thursday 13 March 2025 – The new Agreed Syllabus for RE

• Thursday 08 May 2025

• Monday 09 June 2025

• Wednesday 09 July 2025



mailto:carolyn.shoyer@derby.anglican.org 
mailto:liz.seymour@derby.anglican.org
mailto:lindsey.bowe@derby.anglican.org
mailto:jason.aldridge@derby.anglican.org
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