
Derby Diocesan Board of Education 

Newsletter – JANUARY 2025 

Happy New Year!  
We hope you had a restful and happy Christmas with friends and loved ones and 
are feeling refreshed and invigorated ready for the new spring term. 

Admissions Policy 
A reminder that your local governing body must meet to formally determine 
your policy for 2026/27 admissions by 28 February.  The policy must then 
be published on your website by 15 March.   

For clarity, from 15 March, your school website must show 3 policies – 
current year, 2025/26 and 2026/27.  See our website for guidance HERE. 

Partnership Agreement 
Thank you to all those schools who signing up and supporting us. 

If you’ve not already done so, you can sign up  HERE. 

SAVE THE DATE!  Headteachers’ Conference 
Our Headteachers’ conference takes place on Tuesday 10 June  
at The Hayes in Swanwick. 

The conference will provide you with 
- Time to reflect & take part in CW if you would like to
- Time to connect and meet with colleagues

 

Speakers 

• Margaret James National Director of SIAMS
• David Tait Deputy Director of SIAMS
• Tier Blundell advocate for education & inclusion
• Debbie Yeomans from RE Today

£75 for schools in the Partnership Agreement, £95 for other schools.  Book HERE 

Children’s Alliance 
have produced a FREE practical guide to wellbeing support for 
children and young people.  You can access it HERE. 

They have more information on their WEBSITE. 

https://www.derbydbe.org/admissions-appeals/
https://forms.office.com/e/UqH7uS98x6
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2024/9-february/features/features/church-school-inspections-to-draw-out-not-catch-out
https://www.churchofengland.org/media/press-releases/church-england-appoints-leaders-updated-siams-schools-inspection-model
https://tierblundell.com/
https://www.retoday.org.uk/about-us/our-re-adviser-team/debbie-yeomans/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=kUn4ypKdxUy2jLvJLkjKSDVzT5FnWrBFg-QFXNu0HhpUNFE0MEhWQUxENDJLMEdLMlM1WFBMODQ5OS4u
https://www.derbydbe.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Childrens-Alliance.pdf
https://childrensalliance.org.uk/2024/09/24/building-resilience-in-children-and-young-people/


 

 
Foundation Governor Nominations  
Please ask your clerk to review the terms of office for your 
foundation governors. If there are any which are due to expire 
before spring 2025, you will need to prepare and submit 
nominations forms along with a reference from the incumbent.  
Procedures and guidance are on our website HERE.     
  
Please note: The deadline for sending us your paperwork is 22 January.  The DBE Board only 
meet 3 times per year.  If you miss this deadline, the next meeting isn’t until June. 
A 

 
 

 
Let’s Go Zero  
Let’s Go Zero is uniting schools working together to be zero carbon by 
2030. Led by a powerful coalition of sustainability organisations, the 
campaign supports UK schools to set zero carbon targets, develop 
roadmaps for delivery, share their learnings with staff, students and 
families, and work together with local councils and government to 
make it happen. It provides a powerful route for schools to drive 
impact-led action and unite behind a call for much-needed funding to 
help all schools become zero carbon by 2030.  
 
For more information, visit their website https://letsgozero.org/ 
 

 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE!  Bishop’s Badge  
The Bishop’s Badge service to commemorate school children who embody 
diocesan values, will take place at Derby Cathedral on Monday 23 June.  
Do put a place marker in your calendar if you intend to nominate children 
from your school! 
 
Full details will be issued after February half term. 
 

 
 
 

 
DBE Governor Two Part Training Programme 
Part 1 Thursday 06 March Part 2 Tuesday 03 June.  Both sessions ONLINE 18:00-20:00 

This programme is for ANY governor not just foundation governors. 
Essential for new governors and a refresher course for existing governors who haven’t accessed 
DBE training for a while. Provides firm foundations to carry out role effectively as well as 
networking and discussion time with other governors in the diocese. 
• What a church school is (and is not) 
• The importance of ethos and vision 
• RE in a church school 
• SIAMS  
• Collective Worship  

 
Fee for both sessions: PA £125 / Non-PA £250 (per school) 
 PA £25 / Non-PA £40 (individual governor) 

Booking Form HERE 
 

 

https://www.derbydbe.org/foundation-governor-appointments/
https://letsgozero.org/
https://letsgozero.org/
https://forms.office.com/e/K5kGTGCEyK


 

 
Upcoming Briefings 
Headteachers 
13:30 –14:30 Monday 13 January 
 

Governors (chairs, clerks, foundation governors) 
19:00 Monday 13 January 
 

Collective Worship 
16:00 Tuesday 14 January 
 
If you would like details, please contact Liz 
 

 
 

 
Mental Health 
The Mental health First Aid website has lots of guidance and free resources 
HERE to help you check your own and others’ mental health. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Free Books for Schools 
The Mothers’ Union is offering FREE packs of books for primary schools.  There are 2 different 
packs – 1 for infants and 1 for juniors.  Please contact Emily Brailsford, National Programme 
manager on 020 7222 5533 for more information and to request a pack. 
 

 
 

 
Pop UK 
offer a FREE song bank HERE, where you'll find over 100 songs, plus 
bonus resources like backing tracks, music scores, and lesson videos.  
 
Song of the Week with video & lyrics is Every Day Is So Beautiful  

 
 
 

 

Do remember to visit our website for lots of useful information and guidance.  
Previous newsletters can be viewed here.  

 

 

mailto:liz.seymour@derby.anglican.org
https://mhfaengland.org/mhfa-centre/resources/?resource_type_id=cf35a863-3ca5-e811-8147-e0071b668081
https://email.popuk.org/c/AQi4uhQQxZRWGP_zxDQg04TSEKwktAnLI11ndHqF8NhhdHS1RYCLi5ChMz3cIl845EA4
https://email.popuk.org/c/AQi4uhQQxZRWGP_zxDQgkYbSEOOQRLEoHBB_qPnODj9i2JxuB2qZS31Cu_4ss9utTNu5
http://www.derbydbe.org/
https://www.derbydbe.org/dbe-newsletters/


 

 
UPCOMING TRAINING 
New Headteachers and Heads of Schools RE Ethos 
& SIAMS Workshop 
Thursday 30 January 13:30 – 16:00 with Debbie Yeomans 
Online  
 
SIAMS Framework Training  
Monday 24 February 2025, 13:00 - 15:00, online  

Fee: PA £25 / Non-PA £40 
Booking form HERE 
 
SIAMS Networking 
Inspection Q1 networking – Theologically rooted Christian Vision  
Monday 13 January 2025, 16:00-17:30, online 
 
Inspection Q2 networking – How is the curriculum a reflection of the Christian Vision?  
Wednesday 12 February 2025, 16:30 -18:00, online 

Fee: PA £25 / Non PA £40 per session 
BUNDLE FEE (all 6 networking sessions): PA £100 / £200 
Booking form HERE 
 
Primary RE Development Training  
Useful for RE Subject Leads, teachers & any staff teaching or helping to deliver RE. 
3 dates / venues are offered for each session  
Session 2 – Spring Term 
Focus: Creative RE 
Wednesday 26 February 2025, 13:00 - 16:00 Chapel-en-le-Frith CE Primary School 
Thursday 27 February 2025, 09:00 - 12:00 Hartington Village Hall  
Thursday 27 February 2025, 13:30 - 16:30 Derby Church House 
 
Fee per session: PA £40 / Non-PA £85   
Booking form HERE 
 
Understanding Christianity – Refresher Workshop 
In-person event for schools already using the Understanding Christianity resource. 
Wednesday 12 March 2025 09:30-12:30 or 13:00 – 16:00 
Venue: St Mary’s Centre, Pilsley, Chesterfield 
Fee: PA £40 / Non-PA £85 
Booking Form HERE 
 
Early Career Teachers 
Essential for all new teachers.  RE is often a subject that teachers feel less confident teaching and 
this programme will improve both subject knowledge and confidence. Timings have been carefully 
considered to try and allow staff to travel home for the virtual sessions. 
 
The Intent of The RE Curriculum 
Tuesday 14 January 2025, 13:00 – 15:30 Online 
 
Subject knowledge in RE/Religion and worldviews 
Thursday 08 May 2025 15:30-17:30 - Online 
 
Fee for both sessions: PA £60 / Non-PA £120 (per school) 
Booking form HERE 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/9ZxeigwiBh
https://forms.office.com/e/GjsmwVNX2w
https://forms.office.com/e/Cx5hab7XU0
https://forms.office.com/e/CQcZ45Vxe2
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=kUn4ypKdxUy2jLvJLkjKSDVzT5FnWrBFg-QFXNu0HhpURUYzMzFLQzZFNEgyRlRPTzcyUzRKMDk3Sy4u


https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=kUn4ypKdxUy2jLvJLkjKSDVzT5FnWrBFg-QFXNu0HhpUNFE0MEhWQUxENDJLMEdLMlM1WFBMODQ5OS4u
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Key Dates for 2024/2025 Academic Year 
 
Spring Term 

CPD PROGRAMME 
Ensure staff & governors are booked onto relevant training.   
Details & booking links on website HERE 

ASAP 

MONTHLY BRIEFINGS 
Ensure dates in diary for headteacher, chair, clerk & foundation governors. 
See newsletter and CPD programme for dates 

ASAP 

HEADTEACHER CONFERENCE 
Sign up via website HERE 

 

FOUNDATION GOVERNORS 
Start renewal process for TOO ending before 31 October – see website HERE  
(process can take up to 6 months) 

ASAP 

FOUNDATION GOVERNORS 
Deadline to submit application form & reference for TOO ending before 30 June 

22 January 

ADMISSIONS (VA schools & Academy Trusts) 
Determine (formally approve) policy for 2 years ahead.  Guidance on website HERE 

28 February 

ADMISSIONS (VA schools & Academy Trusts) 
Publish policy on website. Guidance on website HERE 
Ensure 3 policies are online - current year, next year, subsequent year 

15 March 

BISHOP’S BADGE 
Deadline for nominations 

04 April 

HEADTEACHER / HEAD OF SCHOOL / EXEC HEADTEACHER RECRUITMENT 
Interview period usually finishes by the end of April.  DBE must be involved.  See 
guidance HERE.   

 

SIAMS INSPECTIONS 
As soon as notification is received from national office, DBE release names of 
schools due for inspection next academic year. 

 

 
For schools wishing to use our Admissions Appeals Service, 

see overleaf for hearing dates and deadlines for submission of paperwork. 
 
 

Any school considering capital works must obtain DBE and site trustees’ consent.   
In the first instance, contact Jason.aldridge@derby.anglican.org 

 
  

https://www.derbydbe.org/training-and-events/
https://www.derbydbe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/CPD-PROGRAMME-2024-25-FINAL.pdf
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=kUn4ypKdxUy2jLvJLkjKSDVzT5FnWrBFg-QFXNu0HhpUNFE0MEhWQUxENDJLMEdLMlM1WFBMODQ5OS4u
https://www.derbydbe.org/foundation-governor-appointments/
https://www.derbydbe.org/admissions-appeals/
https://www.derbydbe.org/admissions-appeals/
https://www.derbydbe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/DBE-Guidance-Headteacher-Recruitment.pdf
mailto:Jason.aldridge@derby.anglican.org
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Admission Appeal Hearings for Academic Year 2024-2025 
 

APPEALS LODGED BETWEEN 
SCHOOL CASE SENT TO DBE 

N o   l a t e r   t h a n DBE SEND OUT PAPERS HEARING 

FRI 21-Jun TUES 23-Jul WED 31-Jul WED 04-Sept THURS 12-Sept 

WED 04-Sep FRI 20-Sep FRI 27-Sep TUES 01-Oct TUES 08-Oct 

MON 23-Sep FRI 18-Oct FRI 25-Oct TUES 29-Oct TUES 05-Nov 

MON 21-Oct FRI 15-Nov FRI 22-Nov TUES 26-Nov TUES 03-Dec 

MON 18-Nov FRI 06-Dec FRI 13-Dec TUES 17-Dec THU 09-Jan 

MON 09-Dec FRI 10-Jan FRI 17-Jan THU 23-Jan TUES 04-Feb 

MON 13-Jan FRI 07-Feb FRI 14-Feb THU 20-Feb THU 27-Feb 

MON 10-Feb FRI 07-Mar FRI 14-Mar THU 20-Mar THU 27-Mar 

MON 10-Mar FRI 21-Mar FRI  17-Apr THU 24-Apr THU 01-May 

MON 24-Mar FRI 25-Apr FRI 02-May THU 08-May THU 15-May 

MON 28-Apr FRI  16-May FRI  30-May THU 05-Jun THU 12-Jun 

MON 19-May FRI  13-Jun FRI  20-Jun THU 26-Jun THU 03-Jul 

MON 16-Jun FRI  04-Jul FRI  11-Jul TUES 15-Jul TUES 22-Jul 

MON 07-Jul    TUES  FRI  TUES *-Sep   TUES *-Sept 

 

School holiday dates: 
Half Term 28 Oct-01 Nov  /  Christmas Holidays 23 December-03 January  /  Half Term 17-21 February  /  Easter Holidays 07-21 April  /  Half Term 27-31 May 
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