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Time to rest 
Approaching a holiday after a long term, it’s important that you and your 
senior leaders plan carefully to ensure you have some protected time 
over the festive period to switch off – be it physical exercise, a lie in, 
reading a book, craft activities, watching a film, completing a jigsaw.  We 
encourage you to talk with your staff teams about how they plan to switch 
off from work. 
 

 
 

 
School-based Nursery Provision 
On 17 October 2024, the Department of Education published guidance 
relating to grant funding that can be used to upgrade available space to 
create or expand on-site nurseries.  This guidance was updated on 18 
November 2024 with clarifications, including confirmation that the grant 
cannot be used for new builds on spare land, or extension projects which 
do not also use existing spare space in the school building.  Full details 
can be accessed HERE 
 
The deadline for applications is 19 December 2024. However, schools that are interested but 
not currently ready to apply, or do not meet the current eligibility criteria, will be able to register 
an interest for future phases of the programme. 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER, church schools and academies must secure DBE consent as part of the 
application process for grant funding for new or expanding nursery provision. 
 

 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE!  Headteachers’ Conference 
Our Headteachers’ conference takes place on Tuesday 2 June at 
The Hayes in Swanwick. 
 
The conference will provide you with 

- Time to reflect & take part in CW if you would like to  
- Time to connect and meet with colleagues  

 
Speakers 

• Margaret James National Director of SIAMS 
• David Tait Deputy Director of SIAMS 
• Tier Blundell advocate for education & inclusion 
• Debbie Yeomans from RE Today 
 
£75 for schools in the Partnership Agreement, £95 for other schools.  Book HERE 
 

 
 
  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/school-based-nursery-capital-grant
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2024/9-february/features/features/church-school-inspections-to-draw-out-not-catch-out
https://www.churchofengland.org/media/press-releases/church-england-appoints-leaders-updated-siams-schools-inspection-model
https://tierblundell.com/
https://www.retoday.org.uk/about-us/our-re-adviser-team/debbie-yeomans/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=kUn4ypKdxUy2jLvJLkjKSDVzT5FnWrBFg-QFXNu0HhpUNFE0MEhWQUxENDJLMEdLMlM1WFBMODQ5OS4u
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Picture News  
Picture News have a Christmas campaign for schools to create 
origami doves – for Christians, the dove represents God and the Holy 
Spirit who give the gift of peace. 

 
See HERE for instructions on how to make an origami dove and take part.  Or watch the step-by-
step video guide HERE. 
 

 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE!  Bishop’s Badge  
The Bishop’s Badge service to commemorate school children who embody 
diocesan values, will take place at Derby Cathedral on Monday 23 June.  
Do put a place marker in your calendar if you intend to nominate children 
from your school! 
 
Full details will be issued after February half term. 
 
 

  
 

 
ACE Derbyshire Trust 
ACE Derbyshire Trust are holding their annual conference on Monday 06 
January.  See the flyer at the end of this newsletter and their website here for 
more details.  
 
 

 
 

 
The Peak Centre – Primary Retreat Days 2025  
The Peak Centre is based in Edale.  They offer Retreat Days for year 6 (& 
occasionally year 5) pupils.  These retreats include activities, games, singing, 
exercise and worship and are free of charge.  Contact them directly 01433 
670254 / office@peakcentre.org.uk for more information. 
 
 

 
 

 
Upcoming Briefings 
Headteachers 
13:30 Monday 13 January 
13:30 Tuesday 11 February 
 

Governors (chairs, clerks, foundation governors) 
19:00 Monday 13 January 
19:00 Tuesday 11 February 
 

Collective Worship 
16:00 Tuesday 14 January 
16:00 Monday 10 February 
  
If you would like details, please contact Liz 
 

 
  

https://www.leicesterdbe.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Picture-News-Christmas-Campaign.pdf
https://lkxyzt8p.r.eu-west-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FTFNvryEjQXs%3Fsi=lVWdi78m3VSgOLvB/1/010b01938d01b09d-75cd6ef1-fc54-43fc-931d-cd4a7d012730-000000/scnXkuRtxGea8lDxvTPRFy8KBSc=187
https://acederbyshire.org.uk/
https://www.peakcentre.org.uk/
mailto:office@peakcentre.org.uk
mailto:liz.seymour@derby.anglican.org
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Christmas Card Competition  
Thank you to all the schools and pupils who submitted entries for our Christmas card competition.  
We received a large number of wonderful designs and it was evident that everyone had put a lot 
of thought and effort into their creations.  We are delighted to announce that the winner was Wilf 
Ottley from Carsington & Hopton CE Primary School.  Congratulations Wilf! 
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Do remember to visit our website for lots of useful information and guidance.  
Previous newsletters can be viewed here.  

http://www.derbydbe.org/
https://www.derbydbe.org/dbe-newsletters/


 

Derby Diocesan Board of Education 

 
 

Key Dates for 2024/2025 Academic Year 
 
Autumn Term 

NEW HEADTEACHER / HEAD OF SCHOOL INDUCTION 
Confirm attendance with DBE office 

17 September 
25 September 

CPD PROGRAMME 
Ensure staff & governors are booked onto relevant training.   
Details & booking links CPD programme 

ASAP 

MONTHLY BRIEFINGS 
Ensure dates in diary for headteacher, chair, clerk & foundation governors. 
See newsletter and CPD programme for dates 

ASAP 

PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT 
Sign up via website HERE 

 

HEADTEACHER CONFERENCE 
Sign up via website HERE 

 

FOUNDATION GOVERNORS – CHECK TERM OF OFFICE (TOO) 
Start renewal process for TOO ending before 30 June – see website HERE  
(process can take up to 6 months) 

ASAP 

FOUNDATION GOVERNORS 
Deadline to submit application form & reference for TOO ending before 28 Feb  

09 October 

LAND & BUILDINGS COLLECTION RETURN for Academy Trusts 
More information HERE 

 

ANNUAL RETURN 
Governing body to complete & return to DBE 

31 October 

ADMISSIONS – CONSULTING (VA schools & Academy Trusts) 
Review policy for 2 years ahead & send draft to DBE. Guidance on website HERE 

01 November 

CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION 
Deadline for submission 

22 November 

ADMISSIONS – NOT CONSULTING (VA schools & Academy Trusts) 
Review policy for 2 years ahead & send draft to DBE.  Guidance on website HERE 

30 November 

HEADTEACHER / HEAD OF SCHOOL / EXEC HEADTEACHER RECRUITMENT 
Start process if notice has been given.  DBE must be involved.  See guidance HERE 

 

 

For schools wishing to use our Admissions Appeals Service, 
see overleaf for hearing dates and deadlines for submission of paperwork. 

 
Any school considering capital works must obtain DBE and site trustees’ consent.   

 

 

https://www.derbydbe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/CPD-PROGRAMME-2024-25-FINAL.pdf
https://www.derbydbe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/CPD-PROGRAMME-2024-25-FINAL.pdf
https://www.derbydbe.org/dbe-partnership-agreement/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=kUn4ypKdxUy2jLvJLkjKSDVzT5FnWrBFg-QFXNu0HhpUNFE0MEhWQUxENDJLMEdLMlM1WFBMODQ5OS4u
https://www.derbydbe.org/foundation-governor-appointments/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/academies-land-and-buildings-collection-tool
https://www.derbydbe.org/admissions-appeals/
https://www.derbydbe.org/admissions-appeals/
https://www.derbydbe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/DBE-Guidance-Headteacher-Recruitment.pdf
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