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Seeing Anew – What If Learning Strategies for Collective Worship 
 
(kindly shared by the Board of Education, Birmingham Diocese) 

Connecting faith with all of life 
For the Christian, the material world can be a door to the sacred and God can be glimpsed through 
the things of this world: maths, science, music, poetry, politics, and art. An experience of God is 
not restricted to religious settings. The poet Gerard Manley Hopkins talked of the world being 
“charged” with God’s glory. All of life comes under God. 
 
CW – Is collective worship separated from everything else in the curriculum, or is this a space to 
give a ‘heavenly’ perspective on what we are doing the rest of the time? 

• If we have a special assembly for Comic Relief, Sports Relief or Children in Need, do we 
just only focus on the school activity, or do we take the opportunity to pray for the 
event/people involved in the charities? 

• If we celebrate the birthday of a pupil in CW, in addition to singing does anyone (adult or 
child) pray for them? 

• If there is more of a PSHE focus to an assembly, can there be a reference to God’s 
concern for humanity? Is a prayer always used? 

• How about seeing the history of Birmingham (or local area) as a chance to explore the 
difference between liking a city and loving it in the sense of seeking its well-being, and 
inviting pupils to consider what it would mean to love a city (or local area) and bring 
healing  to a community?  This can affirm the role of faith and help pupils to see faith at 
work in history. 
 

Honouring the wonder of God’s world 
CW – Do we bring out the wonder of the world we live in? Using images from nature; clips from 
wildlife documentaries; stories of the beauty of human beings working together in harmony, even if 
they are not religious stories? 

 
Curiosity about life’s big questions 
Curiosity is not necessarily idle speculation, and questioning does not have to be doubt; they are 
part of being alive to God’s world. 
 
CW - Identify some acts of CW that have potential thinking about big questions, particularly relating 
to faith and values. How could you pose questions like this that stimulate pupils to engage with it? 
Could they be placed around the school – with post-its for pupils to respond? Could these 
responses ever come to collective worship – to ponder over together. Can we find space in our 
collective worship to acknowledge that we don’t always know the answers – just like the 
Psalmists…. 
http://www.whatiflearning.com/example/poetry-and-hope/ Idea from a poem about who I will be as I 
grow. 

 
Meaning, significance and purpose 
Christians usually feel that there is meaning and purpose in life, and that people can be called by 
God to live a particular kind of life. 
 
CW-  Do we use examples of people who felt a sense of God’s calling, from famous figures such 
as Florence Nightingale to ordinary Christians living out their calling in work and family life? 

 
  

http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/honoring-the-wonder-of-gods-world/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/seeking-the-good-of-others/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/healing-brokenness-and-seeking-justice/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/healing-brokenness-and-seeking-justice/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/trust-and-affirming-faith/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/connecting-faith-with-all-of-life/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/connecting-faith-with-all-of-life/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/example/poetry-and-hope/
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Seeing people holistically 
Worship involves the whole person, as do most activities. In the Bible, we read, “Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind” (Luke 10:27). 
 
CW – do we ever provide the opportunities in CW for pupils to use not just their ears, eyes and 
voices, but also their bodies? 
http://www.whatiflearning.com/example/dance-and-forgiveness/ A way of exploring sign language 
for forgiveness, along with some verses from the Bible that speak about forgiveness and making a 
movement sequence. 

 
Being challenged and changed 
In the Bible, knowledge is linked to wisdom, which is practical learning for living well in God’s 
world, and that wisdom derives from an all-wise God (1 Kings 3:9). It calls for people to be 
challenged and changed. When openness to change leads us, through God’s help, to turn away 
from wrong choices and patterns and toward God’s intentions for people, it becomes repentance. 
 
CW- Do we share personally about how we have been changed or challenged? Think of a time 
when learning changed you. It may have been a story, a poem, a work of art, a piece of 
information, or a learning experience. What caused the change? How could you introduce that 
material to communicate a different attitude? 
 
http://www.whatiflearning.com/example/responsibility-and-community/ An idea about using 
dropping just one piece of paper – and connecting it to responsibility to others 
 
http://www.whatiflearning.com/example/blessings/ Learning about praying blessing for others, and 
being a blessing too. 

 
Celebrating grace 
A Christian message is that God loves people as they are, but he does not want them to stay as 
they are. Many Christians believe that life is about who people become as they are inspired, 
enabled, and changed by the person of Jesus (1 John 2:6). It is also about becoming part of all that 
the world could be, inspired by the vision of the new heaven and earth where God’s peace, love, 
and justice reign (Revelation 21:4; Micah 4:3). The vision of the future can be anticipated in the 
way people live now. 
 
CW - Do we ever help pupils to consider how the common perception that Christianity is mainly 
about trying to be good differs from the core Christian emphasis on grace? 

• Do we ever create moments of grace for pupils by the way you organise teaching and 
learning, such as an unexpected gift in terms of learning, fun, or time that fits with the 
subject you are teaching at the time – that are not ‘earned’ by good behaviour etc. Can we 
refer back to this in CW as an example of our grace that can be used to help pupils 
understand a little bit of God’s grace? 

 
http://www.whatiflearning.com/example/literature-and-grace/ What about looking for examples 
of grace in stories we share with pupils? (The example here is from Jane Eyre, but there are 
many more examples from contemporary children’s literature). 
 

Appreciation and gratitude 
Thankfulness is seen by Christians as a response to life as a gift from God; it is the opposite of 
seeing life in terms of what we deserve or what we control by our own efforts. Gratitude involves a 
reorientation of life with thankfulness as the norm. Being thankful not only raises awareness of our 
own situation; it also brings to mind the situation of others. Thankfulness is expressed toward God 
(Psalm 92:1) and others (1Timothy 2:1). 
 
CW -Set up a school ethos of expressing gratitude as a habit (eg use the Sign Language gesture 
for “thank you” as a quick way of expressing thanks). 

http://www.whatiflearning.com/example/dance-and-forgiveness/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/example/responsibility-and-community/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/example/blessings/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/being-challenged-and-changed/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/example/literature-and-grace/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/celebrating-grace/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/giving-and-serving-others/
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Draw students’ attention to things we can be thankful for using focusing activities. This can be 
done by organizing teaching and learning without an element that usually is taken for granted, such 
as electricity or books and recognising all the things that we have that pupils in our partner school 
in Malawi don’t have. Ask Jill for a powerpoint presentation with questions provoking thoughts 
about gratitude. 
 
http://www.whatiflearning.com/example/book-week/ There are some other ideas here about 
showing gratitude for books. 

 
Delighting in God’s world 
The word Eden means delight (Genesis 2:8). The biblical Eden was a garden of delight, and it 
offers a way of looking at our world: the world was meant to be a garden of delights to be explored. 
Christians through history have often talked about learning in terms of being in God’s garden of 
delight. It is easy to drift into seeing knowledge only in terms of usefulness and to neglect 
delighting in it. In the Bible, God tells people to “take delight” in the things he has given them 
(Deuteronomy 26:11). Delight is akin to joy; it is consciously taking pleasure in someone or 
something. It involves a raised awareness, taking notice, revelling in something, whether that be 
the beauty of maths, the pleasure music creates, the joy of giving, or the simplicity of a design. The 
Bible describes God as delighting in his people (Psalm 149:4). 
 
CW – Do we ever share with the pupils what delights us, or give the pupils the impression that the 
world is a place to be delighted in? Do we share delight in what we have learned? Could this be 
the underpinning rationale of a ‘celebration assembly’ – showing delight in the pupils’ 
learning/outcomes/behaviour/demonstration of particular values? 
 
Focussed loving attentiveness 
Christians believe that God can speak through his world (Psalm 19:1) and through the things 
people make: poems, ideas, stories, paintings, and music. We need attentive listening and wisdom 
in order to discern how God’s voice can be heard in what we learn.  
 
Loving attention starts with humility. This is an attitude that considers that others deserve to be 
heard (Philippians 2:3). The Bible describes the world as God’s and people as his creation. In 
some way people reflect a little of God, and this gives them an inherent worth. It is not up to us to 
assign worth to some people but to withhold it from others (Genesis 1:27). 
 
CW - How about using a range of strategies to encourage loving attention as an expression of 
respect? 
Read a text/verse/line from a poem slowly aloud together; Draw attention to close-up images or 
images seen through a microscope in science; Listen with closed eyes in music; Use a series of 
questions that focus attention; or, after asking a question, allow students time for silent reflection 
before soliciting answers. 

 
Respect and reverence 
The Bible locates human worth in being made by and mattering to God People do not have to wait 
to earn our respect; respect should be our basic response, and all deserve to be treated with 
dignity as God’s children (1 Peter 2:13-17). Jesus told a parable that taught that what people do to 
others is doing it for him (Matthew 25:40). 
 
The psalmist in Psalm 19:1 sees the heavens, and for him the stars speak of the glory of God. 
They are not “just stars.” Elizabeth Barrett Browning talks of the earth being “crammed with 
heaven” for those with eyes to see. God is in the ordinary and the extraordinary; his fingerprints 
are all over the world for those who wish to see. Such looking can lead to reverence. 
 

Earth’s crammed with heaven, and every common bush afire with God, 
But only he who sees takes of his shoes, the rest sit round it and pluck 
blackberries. 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning 

http://www.whatiflearning.com/example/book-week/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/hope-and-joy/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/humility-and-hospitality/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/finding-worth-through-love/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/the-approach/strategies-for-seeing-anew/1-towards-connecting-faith-with-all-of-life
http://www.whatiflearning.com/the-approach/strategies-for-seeing-anew/2-atowards-honouring-the-wonder-of-gods-world
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CW- Do we ever consider sharing stories of the challenge of lives lived well in hard places- stories 
of courage or generosity from other parts of the world, or even the UK (migrants and refugees)? 
Do we model how to practice respect across cultural differences? 
Can explore the body language of respect? 

 
Trust and affirming faith 
Faith is closely related to trust; it involves a trust that reaches beyond the immediate and everyday.  
For a Christian, faith is about assurance, confidence, and trust. It is a growing trust in God that is 
based on evidence of God’s character and experience of him (1 Corinthians 1:9; Psalm 22:5) 
 
CW -Opportunities for worship, prayer, can nurture faith. Insights from various subjects can be 
shared as part of worship. See connecting faith with all of life. 

 
Humility and hospitality 
Western culture often works from a series of implicit assumptions. These attitudes can make it 
difficult for students to learn from peoples of the past and from other cultures. In contrast, biblical 
prophets condemned advanced societies that ignored justice. In the Bible, respect for the elderly 
and listening to the wise matter. 
 
If the wealthy seek only to assist the poor, looking only to give and not also to learn from them, 
their assistance can be rooted in condescension and pride. The Bible recognizes a variety of 
riches: people can be wealthy in terms of relationships, wisdom, faith, love, good deeds, and in 
relationship with God (Proverbs 16:16; James 2:5; Psalm 145:8; 1 Timothy 6:18; Luke 12:21). 
Wealth is something to be thankful for, but we are not defined by what we own (Luke 12:15).  
 
Similarly, people in the West often underestimate what they can learn from those in other cultures. 
True humility is a generous attitude of mind that values others and sees oneself realistically. Jesus 
modelled humility throughout his life. Differences in culture, age, or material wealth are not be seen 
as grounds for pride. 
 

• CW-Do we ever  seek to model humility and a stance of openness to learning from diverse 
others, and draw attention to the achievements of other times and cultures? 

• Do we ever teach words from different languages, not for a functional reason, but because 
of the call to love and show hospitality to those who are from other cultures? 
 

Seeking the good of others 
Jesus ranked loving others as second only to loving God (Mark 12:28-31) and taught us to treat 
others as we want to be treated (Luke 6:31) 
 
CW Do we ever draw attention to the mind-set that views life as a cake, with only so much to go 
around and whether this is true of love? 
 
Examine role plays and examples used in different subjects; are they all about personal needs, 
feelings, and opinions? Can we create alternatives that help students to move beyond self? 
http://www.whatiflearning.com/example/serving-the-community/  
 
There are ideas here about improving a session on people who help us, to people who serve the 
community because of their faith. 
 
Finding worth through love 
Loving ourselves appropriately matters. Jesus said, “Love your neighbour as yourself” (Matthew 
22:39). To do that, we need to find a way of sensing our worth without becoming self-centred. 
Salvation is grace, a gift of God. People cannot earn it, and it does not rely on achievements.  
 
CW – do we ever focus on characters whose integrity stands out and who made a difference to 
their neighbours but did necessarily do anything conventionally heroic? 
http://www.whatiflearning.com/example/strength-and-weakness/  

http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/healing-brokenness-and-seeking-justice/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/example/serving-the-community/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/seeking-the-good-of-others/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/celebrating-grace/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/example/strength-and-weakness/
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This suggests looking at the weaknesses as well as the strengths of heroes. 
 

Love and forgiveness 
God’s character is defined as love (1 John 4:8). The Bible says God as slow to anger but quick to 
forgive, since forgiveness is central to his character (Micah 7:18). Forgiveness is ceasing to carry 
resentment toward an enemy, and mercy is ceasing to demand full punishment. Note that 
forgiveness does not mean evil is allowed to continue; sometimes justice and making amends still 
need to happen. Forgiveness often is the first step toward reconciliation in a relationship. Even if a 
reconciliation does not follow, Jesus taught that hatred is not the Christian way; he called for 
people to love their enemies as well. 
 
CW-We can explore love, forgiveness, mercy, and their opposites using stories and examples from 
life, and ask the pupils to identify them frequently 
  
Hope and Joy 
Christian hope lets faith in God and his future change the present. Hope is a deep knowledge that 
evil does not have the last word, because Jesus defeated death. One day the world will be made 
anew, and it will be a place of justice, joy, love, and peace. Biblical peace is about wholeness and 
things being right in relationships, bodies, minds, and world. Having peace and hope does not 
mean that life will be easy (John 16:33). Faith involves living in a way that points to that future now. 
Faith in God’s goodness can allay worries and allow people to live with hope even if life is difficult (I 
Peter 5:7). Jesus points to God’s care of the birds and the flowers—how much more will he care 
about people (Matthew 6:34)! 
 
Joy is often a surprise, just as the shepherds were surprised by “glad tidings of great joy” (Luke 
2:10). Some of the biblical words for joy are about movement and sound. Joy may seize people 
and leave them wanting to dance or shout. Christian joy is not dependent on what happens, since 
it is founded on hope in Christ (Romans 15:13). Joy can persist in a quieter form through difficult 
times; it is a taste of heaven. 
 
CW – Do we point in collective worship to God’s future – a place of justice, joy, love and peace? 
What would it be like to live in such a world? Can we imagine what it would be like to have a 
classroom where justice and fairness were paramount? What would it be like to have a playground 
where love ruled? How is it ever possible to greet setbacks with joy? Is a broad understanding of 
peace being communicated, or is peace just seen as the absence of war? 
 
http://www.whatiflearning.com/example/anxiety-and-peace/ is a circle time based on a Christian 
version of worry dolls 
  
Giving and serving others 
Jesus took a word that described a person under the authority of others and used it to redefine 
leadership and greatness. Christians call Jesus the “servant King” because he washed his 
disciples’ feet and expected his followers to be willing to act similarly (John 13:14-15). Jesus made 
it clear that in the kingdom of God those who are greatest are those who serve God and others.  
Giving is a strong motif in the Bible. John’s gospel says that God loved the world so much that he 
gave his only son (John 3:16). God gave the world to humanity and provides for them; in return, 
God calls for generosity to others. Giving to the poor and needy is accepted as done to Christ 
(Matthew 25:37-40). Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
 
Wealth is seen positively in the Bible when it is matched by generosity and not put before others 
and God. The Bible does not say that money is evil; it says people should not serve it or love it (1 
Timothy 6:10). Riches should be gained honestly and justly and are to be put to use. With wealth 
comes a responsibility for others (Deuteronomy 16:17). The attitude of the Bible is summed up in 
Luke’s gospel: we are not defined by what we own (Luke 12:15). 
 

http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/trust-and-affirming-faith/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/self-control-and-peace/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/strategy/delighting-in-gods-world/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/example/anxiety-and-peace/
http://www.whatiflearning.com/the-approach/strategies-for-seeing-anew/8-atowards-appreciation-and-gratitude
http://www.whatiflearning.com/the-approach/strategies-for-seeing-anew/14-atowards-seeking-the-good-of-others
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CW-Do we look at giving in a variety of ways—giving of wealth, self, time, and skills—and the 
difference this giving makes? Do we give value to the ways that pupils serve each other in school – 
or by serving in collective worship – doing the ICT, putting out chairs etc? 
Do we use stories which focus on people who serve in the local community, and use this 
language? 
 


