Collective Worship ‘Seeing Anew’ example plan

Theme

An invitation to remember Jesus (Communion)

Encounter

With the Eucharist

Feeling welcome

With Anglican liturgy and tradition
Dignity for all

Fresh focus

Everyone can gather around the table

Seating In the round.
Communion table laid on a low PE bench covered in white cloth in the centre.
You will need your own projection of the Communion Service.
As people gather the leader should choose 12 children to come and sit
immediately around the low communion table. Choose children to represent the
different groups in your community, gender, transgender, ethnicities, faiths, no
faith, denominations, disability, ages etc. These do not need to be spoken!
Gathering Gather peacefully. Play a communion song as people gather. For example, this
one by Matt Redman. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UjUpuO0DLVw
Welcome to worship by lighting candles in your usual way.
You might have prepared some children or adults to read lines of this welcome
or the Clergy may lead it.
You are welcome here at [school]
If you are Aboriginal, Asian, Black or White;
If you are Male or Female;
If you are one day old or one hundred years old;
You are welcome here at [school]
If you have physical, mental, emotional or spiritual struggles;
If your family is wealthy or barely making ends meet;
If you find learning hard, difficult or somewhere in between;
You are welcome here at [school]
If you are Anglican, Buddhist, Catholic, Baptist, Muslim, Sikh, Evangelical,
Hindu. . .or if you are wondering;
If you are someone who has or once had a strong faith or if your faith is just
beginning to grow;
If you are someone who has deep reservations about the God, Jesus or the
church;
You are welcome here at [school]
We offer you love and friendship in our school family, where we are inspired by
Jesus Christ
We welcome you.
We pray that you may experience the Spirit of Jesus among us as we gather
together around His table.
Come and find stillness and peace.
The peace of the Lord be with you
And also with you.
Introduction Leader explains that Christians remember Jesus by sharing a simple meal that

Encounter with the
Eucharist

Jesus shared with his disciples just before he died. Jesus’ disciples were all
sorts of people.

Clergy leads through the communion preparation (we used Prayer H) as familiar
to your community.

Have a child or adult read Luke 22:10-23 — the account of the last supper.

The clergy/leader gives a short reflection. A projected picture of the Last Supper
would be useful that is accessible to all children present.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UjUpuO0DLVw

It might go something like this ...

At the time Jesus lived His disciples were all men. However, in Jesus’ work he
called all kinds of people to be His friends and followers.

Around our table this morning we have all kinds of people, and all kinds of
people in the circle around the table too.

This was a bit of a goodbye party. A group of people who had spent so much
time together, shared laughter and tears and ups and downs. And they were
going to be parted for a while. Jesus wanted to give his friends a way of
remembering him even when they couldn’t see his body anymore because
Jesus knew what was coming. And he knew that the people around him were
not perfect, and there were two people close to him who were going to let him
down. Who were they do you think? Yes, Judas was soon going to give Jesus
up to the Roman soldiers. And Peter, yes, he was going to deny that he had
ever known Jesus — his closest friend. The people sat round that table were like
you and | — afraid, cowardly even, too scared to speak the truth or to stand by
someone that others had turned against.

As we celebrate communion today around this table, we can think about the
ways we have let God down and that because of Jesus we can be forgiven, and
we can come to the table of memory and find forgiveness over and over again.
We can come and sit round this table whoever we are; whatever we have done;
whatever we are going to do. We can come if we want to know God’s
forgiveness. And if we are not sure, its ok to sit at this table awhile with our own
thoughts and just be still and thoughtful.

Responding

Have some children lead some prayers of intercession, planned or spontaneous
to suit your community.

As the clergy prepares the table at the children’s level (our Vicar was kneeling
on the floor), perhaps with the help of some of those around the table, sing a
suitable song from your own repertoire or ‘Here is bread’ by Graham Kendrick or
‘Let us break bread together’ (Traditional)

Sharing bread and
wine

Communion served according to your custom. We made space for those
receiving to stand in a circle around the central table, immediately behind the 12
children. You may have children who are confirmed who receive, you may offer
a blessing to everyone.

You may sing or play some music during the administration.

Sending

After communion the Clergy pronounces a blessing.

Use a familiar sending out response.

As people leave, the 12 children could share out some unblessed bread, if
Clergy are happy with this.

Play some instrumental worship music for leaving.
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