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90th Anniversary  
of 

Derby Diocese 
1927-2017 

Collective Worship Ideas for Schools

Written by Alison Brown, Deputy Director and Schools’ Adviser, Derby Diocese

 Shepherds and Sheep  
 People and Buildings  
 Acts of Kindness 



This Autumn, Derby Diocese celebrates its 90th Anniversary. Here are a few ideas for collective worship to help schools join 
in the celebrations with further support and weblinks given on page 6. There is also plenty of material for further 
investigation in History, English, Geography and RE as well. Basic facts about Derby Diocese can be found on page 15. 
  
The collective worship ideas come under three themes: 

•  Shepherds and Sheep (p3) 
•  People and Buildings (4) 
•  Acts of Kindness (see page 5) 

They are explored using the Seeing Anew approach with its three steps of: 
1. Seeing Anew -  what is the Christian focus which informs the whole collective worship 
2. Choosing Engagement - the ways we enable the pupils to engage and participate which encourage spiritual and 

moral growth 
3. Reshaping Practice - what do those who are leading collective worship need to do to enable the pupils to engage 

with the Christian focus? 

There are a range of ideas from which you will need to select what works best for you or feel free to find alternatives. 
Whatever you do make sure the Christian framing idea given in the Seeing Anew column determines what you do. For a 
clear explanation of a Christian understanding of these go to http://www.whatiflearning.co.uk/the-approach/strategies-for-
seeing-anew/full-document and scroll down to find the ones specifically mentioned. 
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Theme Seeing Anew Choosing Engagement Reshaping 
Practice

Shepherds and 
Sheep (What is 
a diocese?)
Look at how Jesus is 
seen by Christians to be 
The Good Shepherd. 
Then follow on from that 
to consider how 
Bishops are charged 
with the job of being like 
shepherds of the people 
in the part of the country 
they look after (a 
diocese).

Depending on where 
your school is you might 
need to spend time 
getting to know what a 
shepherd is and how 
they look after sheep. A 
short film clip might be 
helpful https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=leJfgQWhhQc
This one is of James 
Rebank talking about 
his book The 
Shepherd’s Life https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=aKPpv9rA5Uk

7. Journey towards celebrating 
grace (receiving more than is 
deserved, unearned love and 
blessing).
17. Journey towards love and 
forgiveness 

Jesus as The Good Shepherd. 
John 10:1-15 (https://
www.biblegateway.com/passage/?
search=John+10%3A1-15&version
=MSG is a modern version) It is a 
long passage so it may be better to 
focus on just verse 11. 

Jesus tells a story to explain how 
the Good Shepherd would search 
for all his sheep whether they are 
good or not. Luke 15:4-7
https://www.biblegateway.com/
passage/?
search=Luke+15%3A4-7&version=
GNT

Bishops are given the task of 
following his example and acting as 
shepherds for those they care for. 1 
Peter 5:2-5 https://
www.biblegateway.com/passage/?
search=1%20Peter%205%3A2-5&
version=GNT

6.  … to extend their ways of participating

Ask pupils to sit anywhere they would like to but have one forewarned to 
‘hide’ somewhere. Now gather the pupils into a more orderly arrangement - 
class groups probably works best and ask the class teacher to quickly call 
a register so that it comes to light that one child who should be there is 
missing. Discuss what should be done and by whom. Finish with the Head 
Teacher being the one who goes and searches for the lost pupil. When 
they are found show delight and celebrate in some way (share cake, play a 
quick game, sing a well loved action song…)

Retell the story of the Lost Sheep. You could use the Godly Play version of 
the Good Shepherd.
Reflect on why Jesus described himself as a Shepherd and why this image 
might be helpful for Christians. You could invite your vicar or another 
member of church to share why they find this way of thinking about Jesus 
helpful. Give each child a sheep (cottonwool ball!) to hold and reflect on 
times when they feel ‘lost’ or alone and to remember that Christians 
believe that Jesus is always with them.

Divide pupils into family groups and give each group a shepherd’s crook (a 
bamboo cane with  pipe cleaners wrapped in gaffer tape). Pass the crook 
around the group and challenge them to see how many uses they can 
think of for it. Or ask the group to come up with a freeze frame of one way 
a shepherd might use their crook. Then explore the ways a crook is used 
by a real shepherd and compare to the job of a Bishop. Is it for their own 
good or for their sheep’s?

Give each child a sheep (cottonwool ball!) to hold and reflect of what might 
makes someone want to be a Bishop? Read the 1 Peter passage. Are 
there things here that are useful to any leader of any age? Pupils could 
hold their sheep and be invited to pray for leaders in e.g. school, the 
church, the diocese, the country and the world.

1.Change the layout 
of the room
14. Change 
resources, tasks or 
activities
21. Change pupil 
interaction

Give pupils freedom 
to sit where they like.

Actively involve 
teachers by asking 
them to take their 
class register.

Provide resources for 
a celebration, 
exploration and 
reflection.
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Theme Seeing Anew Choosing Engagement Reshaping 
Practice

People and 
Buildings (What 
makes Derby 
Diocese?) 

16. Journey towards 
interdependence and 
community

The Christian faith is 
about people living out 
their relationship with 
God as a community. 
The Bible likens Christ 
to the head and the 
people to the body 
where all parts depend 
on each other:
Ephesians 4:15-16 

https://
www.biblegateway.com/
passage/?
search=Ephesians+4%3
A15-16&version=NRSV
 and 1 Corinthians 
12:12-26 https://
www.biblegateway.com/
passage/?
search=1+Corinthians+1
2%3A12-26&version=G
NT;MSG

2. …to think with a key image or phrase (in this case the church is the body of Christ)
17…to help learners to relate to the wider world

Ask the question - What is the Church? What makes Derby Diocese?

You could mark out the outline of a body on the floor and ask pupils to sit inside the 
shape. Ask them to wave if you’re in the place of a hand, foot, ear or eye. Then ask all 
the hand people to go and join the foot people. Discuss what would be the impact of 
that on a real body. Or what if the ‘ear’ people put their fingers in their ears and 
refused to listen because they wished they were an eye?

Ask pupils already primed to stand and read different verses from the 1 Corinthians 
12 passage. Now do a Mexican wave to show that all are needed for the ‘body’ to 
work properly. Explain the meaning of the passage further if needed.

Ask the opening questions again - What is the Church? What makes Derby Diocese? 
Use the finger rhyme ‘Here’s the Church and here’s the steeple’ as a way of 
introducing the idea of the church being both a building and a group of people. 
Explore the different versions and even make your own to express the Christian idea 
of belonging to a body of people who are there to show love to everyone regardless of 
their colour, gender, stays etc.

The Bible teaches that it is the people who make up the church. Over time those 
people have made buildings to meet in and in Derby Diocese there are 330 church 
buildings and 110 church schools. There are 220 clergy whose job it is to look after 
everyone who lives in their community as well as those who go to their churches and 
church schools. Quite a huge job! You could interview your vicar about her/his 
‘average’ week - ask them what they most would like prayer for or to give thanks for in 
their work.

Tell the pupils that the Lord’s Prayer is an example of what the people in the church 
pray (see introductory notes). Then say it altogether.
Finish by passing on a hand squeeze or another Mexican wave to show that this part 
of Derby Diocese i.e. your school is learning how to act as a body in which every part 
is valued and needed.

1. Change the layout 
of the room
13. Emphasise key 
 words or metaphors

Delineate a specific 
area you want the 
pupils to sit in.

Use movement to 
reinforce key 
metaphor of the 
church being ‘the 
body of Christ’
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Theme Seeing Anew Choosing Engagement Reshaping 
Practice

Acts of 
Kindness (How 
do people show 
they belong to 
the Body of 
Christ in Derby 
Diocese?) 

There are many 
examples that could be 
used here to show the 
ways that Christians 
who belong to the 
Church of England 
Derby Diocese show 
their love of God and 
their neighbour.  
Christians believe that 
these two things go 
hand in hand. 

14 Journey towards 
seeking the good of 
others

Jesus ranked loving 
others as second only to 
loving God  
Mark12:28-31 https://
www.biblegateway.com/
passage/?
search=mark+12%3A28-
31&version=GNT

and told people to treat 
others as they wanted to 
be treated Luke 6:31
https://
www.biblegateway.com/
passage/?
search=luke+6%3A31&v
ersion=GNT
 and to love one another 
as he has loved them 
John 13:34 
https://
www.biblegateway.com/
quicksearch/?
quicksearch=love+one+a
nother+as+I+have+loved
+you&qs_version=GNT

6. Extend their ways of participating
11. Explore possibilities for active commitment

All sit on floor if possible in ‘family groups’ including staff.
Listen to the three examples given in this resource or those from your local church 
of how Christians in Derby Diocese are trying to show God’s love for everyone. 
Give each child a small paper person and ask them to draw or write on one side 
what they think might the impact on the community of one of the examples. 

Then ask the pupils to discuss in their small groups ways that each one of them 
could show acts of kindness that would help those around them as well as people 
they might not know. There are two things you could do now :
a. Then ask the pupils to choose one of those ideas and draw or write that on the 
other side of the paper person.

Then stick these paper people together, firstly in the small groups and then all the 
groups together so there is one chain which every child is able to hold a part of.

Ask pupils to carefully stand and hold the chain up as prayers of thanks are read or 
said for all the ways that love is shown through acts of kindness in Derby Diocese.

b. Alternatively you may want to focus on the idea of Pay it Forward (as opposed to 
‘paying someone back’). There is a section for schools in http://
payitforwardday.co.uk The idea of Pay it Forward Day comes from the novel, and 
subsequent film, Pay it Forward which tells the story of a young boy who does 3 
good deeds for others in need. All the child asks in return is that they pass on the 
good deed to three other people and keep the cycle going. - you could show a 
short clip of the film https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxB43PxasGA. Challenge 
some of your maths fiends to do the maths of how quickly this approach will impact 
on more than a hundred or thousand people. Bring it back to the potential impact 
of the examples from the diocese or your local church. 

Give each child a small paper heart to hold (and then take away with them) whilst 
they think of one act of kindness they could do for three people. You might want to 
finish by saying the Lord’s Prayer having noted that acts of kindness are all helping 
God’s Kingdom to come on earth as it is in heaven.

5. Embody the school 
ethos and outlook in 
concrete forms
21. Change the pupil 
interaction
24. Make connections 
with faith and life

Organise pupils into 
‘family’ groupings.

Staff to be fully involved 
and model participation.

Materials need to be 
ready - cut out paper 
people, pens/crayons, 
sticky tape or glue.

Make use of film clip
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1. Shepherds and Sheep (What is a diocese?) 
 There is a really useful small website which looks at what a Bishop is and what they do http://bishopsinaction.co.uk. The 
Consecration section is particularly useful here as is Bishops in the Bible. You could use different sections of it at the start 
of a collective worship or in RE to gain basic information before you go onto use the Seeing Anew approach. 

2. People and buildings (Who belongs to Derby Diocese?) 
There are various versions and youtube clips to (e.g. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-H3E33o4URc) be found to 
show you how its done. You might want to explore the different versions and decide which one you think best describes 
what it means to belong to a church in Derby Diocese - are the doors wide open to welcome people, do people feel 
near to God in prayer? 

“Here is the church. Here is the steeple. The doors are wide open to welcome all people.” 

"Here's the church and here's the steeple. Open the doors and see all the people. Close the doors and let them pray, 
open the doors and they've all gone away!"  

One practice that is common to most churches in the diocese when they meet is the saying of the Lord’s Prayer. It is the 
prayer that Jesus taught his followers to say when they asked him how to pray. Of course it is said all over the world in 
all sorts of languages by Christians who belong to all sorts of denominations. The Lord’s Prayer Project 2010 is a 
fabulous resource for unpacking the meaning of the prayer with Primary aged pupils. The CD costs just £15 and can be 
obtained from Jacqui Studd, Diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich, St Nicholas Centre, 4 Cutler Street, Ipswich, IP1 
1UQ or email: jacqui.studd@cofesuffolk.org (01473 298570).  
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The Cathedral is central to the life of any diocese so why not ensure all your pupils visit the Cathedral this academic 
year? Contact Viv Lawrence, the Cathedral’s Schools’ Education Officer to see what’s on offer or ask her to visit your 
school to share with the pupils in what ways the Cathedral is their cathedral. vivlawrence@derbycathedral.org 

You may want to extend your pupils’ understanding of Derby Diocese and how it relates to the wider world. The 
Bishop’s Worldwide section in http://bishopsinaction.co.uk gives the global aspect to which you can add the specific 
link Derby Diocese has to Kolkata. http://derby.anglican.org/education/schools/kolkata-school-links/ has (or will have 
soon!) a wide selection of photos and ideas to help you explore those. 

3. Acts of Kindness (How do people show they belong to the Body of Christ in Derby Diocese?) 

Of course acts of kindness are not only done by Christians nor only Christians who go to the Church of England! 
However, there is a rich seam of examples to be mined from showing the various ways that Derby Diocese goes about 
trying to show the love of God.  

Christians believe that Jesus is still active on earth through his church and that he expects his followers to help others see 
how loving God is through the way they treat others. The church, the body of Christ, is God’s main way of showing his 
love to others. 

There are three examples given here but do use examples from your local church as well or instead of these. Your local 
church may well be part of the Food Banks initiative, debt counselling, are part of the End Hunger Campaign ( go to 
http://derby.anglican.org/education/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/END-HUNGER-ALL.pdf for teaching and learning 
resource on this), luncheon clubs for the elderly, regular visits to the housebound, campaigning about climate change, 
collecting for Christian Aid or giving money so every child at your school can go on a residential in Year 6 or have a Bible 
when they leave… the list goes on.  
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The St Thomas Community 
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St Thomas Church is right in the heart of the poorest part of the City of Derby – as you can see by the flags people from all over the world call this 
home.  The St Thomas Community is a pioneering Christian congregation who with the help of the Heritage Lottery Fund is restoring the church 
building.  They’re not just wanting to keep the rain out but see the creation of a new vibrant place of hope for all those in the community of Pear 
Tree, Rose Hill and beyond; a place to eat, to talk, to celebrate and to work. 

The St Thomas Community have a vision to… 

• create a place that draws people together in conversation, 

• create a place that helps people at their point of need, and 

• ensure everything is undergirded with prayer and the worship 
�9
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Community Shop at St Helen’s, 
Grindleford 

Grindleford is a village in the Peak 
District and a number of years ago saw 
their village shop close. 
There was still a need for less mobile 
and elderly people, and those without 
cars to be able to buy food and 
household items locally.  So about four 
years ago, a Community Shop Group 
was formed which started to plan to 
bring a shop back to the village.  The 
local church of St Helen’s was 
approached about using part of the 
church building to house a small shop, 
and the rest is history. 
In this instance, the church had been 
exploring ideas about how they could 
support the village and so a peppercorn 
rent was agreed for the fitting out and 

use of the vestry as a Community Shop. 
The shop has brought together many volunteers to work in the shop, and raise funds, and along with all the sorts of things you’d 
expect to find in your average corner store, stocks locally sourced products like bread, cakes, homemade ready meals and 
vegetables.  The shop also serves teas and coffees to walkers and cyclists as well as those living in the village. 
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Tackling Food Poverty 

Many churches across Derbyshire either run, play host to or volunteer with Food Banks.  The Diocese are a strategic partner with the 
County Council and others in piloting a number of food aid projects; these include, Super Kitchens, School breakfast clubs and 
Holiday clubs, and the FareShare food truck. 

Along with Church Action on Poverty and others, the Diocese has raised awareness of Food Poverty issues through campaigns like 
‘End Hunger UK’; in 2018 the Diocese will be supporting a Food Poverty Conference.
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New Mills Foodie Friends caters for between 100 and 150 people every month. 
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Basic facts about Derby Diocese - taken from http://www.derby.anglican.org/en/about-us.html where you’ll find lots of 
other information as well


The Diocese of Derby consists of the whole of Derbyshire and a few parishes on the fringes of the county near 
Stockport and in Staffordshire. The Cathedral is in Derby itself.

The Diocese serves a population of just under one million people and has over 300 churches. It works in 
communities, schools, prisons and hospitals as well being represented in various other aspects of city and county 
life.

All Saints, Derby was hallowed as the Cathedral on the 28th October 1927 and the next day the first Bishop of 
Derby, Edmund Pearce, was enthroned.   Although only founded as a separate diocese in 1927, the county has a 
long and rich Christian history.

	 •	 All the Anglican (Church of England) churches in the UK fall into either the province of Canterbury, or the 

province of York. The Diocese of Derby is in the Canterbury province. Read more about the Church of England 
and how it is structured on www.cofe.anglican.org


	 •	 The geographical boundaries of the Diocese of Derby and the County of Derbyshire are virtually identical

	 •	 The geographical area of the Diocese is around 997 square miles

	 •	 Its population is around 1,010,000 (the City of Derby is around 236,260)

	 •	 (Source- Derby City Council estimated during year 2000)

	 •	 There are 255 parishes

	 •	 There are 330 Church of England churches in the Diocese

	 •	 There are 220 licensed clergy (150 stipendiary 70 NSM)

	 •	 There are 300+ licensed lay readers

	 •	 Derby was founded as a city in 1977

	 •	 The Collegiate and Parish Church of All Saints became a Cathedral on Thursday, 7 July, 1927, although not 

hallowed until Friday, 27 October, 1927. It cost £10,000 to adapt the church into a Cathedral

	 •	 The Diocese is divided into two Archdeaconries: Chesterfield and Derby

	 •	 The Diocese is divided further into 16 Deaneries: seven in the Chesterfield Archdeaconry and nine in Derby 

Archdeaconry.
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	 •	 Since the Diocese was legally inaugurated in 1927, there have been seven Diocesan Bishops

	 •	 There have been two suffragan (or assistant) Bishops of Derby (when Derby was part of the Southwell Diocese 

before 1927):

	 ◦	 Edward Ash Were - appointed 1889

	 ◦	 Charles Thomas Abraham - appointed 1909

	 •	 There have been five Bishops of Repton:

	 ◦	 William Warren Hunt - appointed 1965

	 ◦	 Stephen Edmund Verney - appointed 1977

	 ◦	 Francis Henry Arthur Richmond - appointed 1986

	 ◦	 David Christopher Hawtin - appointed 1999

	 ◦	 Humphrey Southern - appointed 2007


•  Jan MacFarlane - appointed 2016
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