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Seeing Anew 
 
• a new way of seeing the nature and purpose of collective worship  
 
• a theological framework in which to plan and lead collective worship  
 
• an opportunity to reshape the practices of collective worship 
 
Seeing Anew focuses on the formative and transformative nature of collective worship. It is offered 
as a way for Church schools to be faithful to the Christian story on which it is founded. It makes use 
of the What if Learning approach to teaching and learning (http://www.whatiflearning.com) 
 
Exploring Seeing Anew 
The PPT slides take you step by step through the thinking behind Seeing Anew. It also begins to 
help you think about how to plan collective worship using this approach. Please note that there are 
three sets of slides, which are intended to be in one continuous set but the size of the folder made it 
difficult to save as one document! So, please either put them together into one slide show or make 
sure you have them available in the correct order. Make sure you can see the presenter notes – they 
explain what each slide is about.  
 
You can either use the PPT in one go in which case allow about 2 hours to enable you to work 
through it including the activities. This would work well on an INSET day. Alternatively, you might 
decide to break it down into 2 or 4 sections. This is not hard to do as it is based around the 4 
theological concepts at the heart of the Church of England Vision for Education: Wisdom, Hope, 
Community and Dignity. Make it work for you! 
 
It would be useful to have some cardboard frames for each person ready for the section on hope. 
These don’t need to be big – just a couple 4-5 cm and made from cereal packets! 
 
Seeing Anew Support Resources on the DBE Website 
 

• How can Collective Worship be Seen Through the Lens of Church of England’s Vision for 
Education? 

 

• What if Learning Statements 
 

• 4 Versions of the Lord’s Prayer 
 

• Seeing Anew Planning Grid 
 

• What if - Seeing Anew 
 

• Examples of different ways of planning Seeing Anew - you will notice that there are different 
formats of planning given here. That’s because there is not only one right way of doing it!  
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Further resources 
 
What if Learning website: http://www.whatiflearning.com 
 
How to See Collective Worship Anew, by Alison Brown: 
https://grovebooks.co.uk/collections/education/products/ed-30-how-to-see-collective-worship-anew 
 
Church of England Vision for Education, Deeply Christian Serving the Common Good: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2017-
10/2016%20Church%20of%20England%20Vision%20for%20Education%20WEB%20FINAL.pdf 
 
Doctoral Thesis on which Seeing Anew is based 
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